The Corn of the Future Is Hundreds of Years Old and Makes Its Own Mucus
[bookmark: _GoBack]The article is about a rare variety of corn that makes its own mucus. The article authored by Jason Daley explains about a corn dubbed “Sierra Mixe" that has aerial roots that produce absorb bacteria to be used by the corn. The bacteria, in turn, collect nitrogen gas from the air to fertilize the corn. Nitrogen is an essential nutrient for crops. For sufficient nitrogen in crops, fertilizers are applied in enormous amounts. This corn is unique because of its ability to pull nitrogen from the air via its mucus. This is so significant because if the nitrogen-fixing trait of the corn could be utilized by other corns, it would drastically reduce the cost of farming and prevent environmental pollution.  
This article is an example of how we can use technology to prevent environmental pollution and bring open new possibilities. Nitrogen, which is an essential nutrient for crops, is applied through fertilizers. The production of fertilizer is energy-consuming and leads to environmental pollution. Additionally, these fertilizers find their way into oceans and rivers, causing water pollution, algae blooms, and killing marine life. The article is very informative and fascinating. Scientists have been burning the midnight oil to develop new ways to help cereal crops produce their own nitrogen.  Unlike cereal crops that have Rhizobium bacteria to absorb nitrogen from them, cereal crops like corn do not have such. I applaud scientists for coming with such a thought of conserving the environment. We all should be concerned with pollution. I have learned that we should never tire of looking for new possibilities and going the extra mile to change the world.
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